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Hon Mark Lewis 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS — FORTY-FIRST 
REPORT — “PETITION 42 — REQUEST TO REPEAL THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

(ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS) NOTICE 2005” 
Statement 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral) [6.28 pm]: I would like to make a brief statement about 
a misunderstanding with respect to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs report into 
environmentally sensitive areas that was noted earlier today. I alluded to the fact that the only bit of information 
or reference the committee had from the Minister for Environment, in response to the report, was the actual 
tabled statement. Although there are a number of ways a response can be tabled, the minister opted this time to 
table it at the end rather than put it on the tabling list at the front end. I was unaware that the minister’s response 
on each recommendation had been tabled. I assumed that the tabling statement was the only thing that was 
presented. I just thought I would make that clarification, which allays some of the angst I was alluding to. 

I had an exchange with the Attorney General about regulation 6. Had I seen the tabled response, I would have 
noted that it said that regulation 6 had expired rather than the committee’s recommendation, which was to repeal 
regulation 6. The Attorney General was quite correct; he would have obviously seen this tabled statement in an 
earlier life. I thought I had better put that on record. I do not know whether it was my fault that I was not able to 
get hold of the full response that the minister tabled. I was unaware of that. With that clarification, I am happy to 
sit down and take a punch, I guess. 

House adjourned at 6.30 pm 
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